
CT DIAGNOSIS OF PARACARDIAC MASSES

a characteristic radiographic appearance, and
rapid enlargement in size of the contour abnor-
mality is particularly suggestive of this entity.
Pseudoaneurysm has been observed as a compli-
cation of cardiotomy.

Conclusion
These cases emphasize that paracardiac masses

should be considered in the differential diagnosis
of contour abnormalities of the cardiac shadow,
even when the cardiac configuration seems char-
acteristic of a specific cardiac diagnosis. Com-
puterized transmission tomography has been
particularly useful in delineating the extracardiac
nature of these types of lesions.

REFERENCES
I. Thompson SI, Vieweg WVR, Alpert JS, et al: Mediastinal

teratoma masquerading as idiopathic enlargement of the right
atrium. Am Heart J 93:375-377, 1977

2. Francis GS, Vieweg WVR, O'Sullivan JM, et al: Thymoma
masquerading as congenital partial absence of the left pericardium.
Am Heart J 89:91-93, 1975

3. Ah-Tye P, Vieweg WVR, Johnston WH, et al: Intratlioracic
desmoid tumor with transdiaphragmatic extension: Roentgeno-
graphic presentation as a pericardial fat pad. Maryland State Med
J 26:47-49, 1977

4. Littler WA, Meads JB, Hamilton DI: Acquired pulmonary
stenosis. Thorax 25:465-471, Jul 1970

5. Winter B: Pulmonic stenosis produced by compression of
heart by anterior mediastinal tumor. Am Heart J 55:18-26, 1958

6. Shaver VC, Bailey WR, Marrangoni AG: Acquired pulmonic
stenosis due to external cardiac compression. Am J Cardiol 16:
256-261, 1965

7. Gough JH, Gold RG, Gibson RV: Acquired pulmonary
stenosis and pulmonary artery compression. Thorax 22:358-367,
Jul 1967

8. Felson B: The mediastinum. Seminar Roentgenol 4:41-58,
1969

9. Liversay JJ, Mink JH, Fee HJ, et al: The use of compu-terized tomography to evaluate suspected mediastinal tumors. Ann
Thorac Surg 27:305-311, 1979

10. Crowe JK, Brown CR, Mecham JR: Computed tomographyof the mediastinum. Radiology 128:75-87, Jul 1978
11. Godwin RL, Heitzman R, Proto AV: Computed tomographyof the mediastinum: Normal anatomy and indications for the use

of CT. Radiology 124:235, 1977
12. Shub C, Parkin TW, Lie JT: An unusual mediastinal lypomasimulating cardiomegaly. Mayo Clin Proc 54:60-62, 1979
13. Rohlfing BM, Korobkin M, Hall AD: Computed tomography

of intrathoracic omental herniation and other mediastinal fatty
masses. J Computer Assist Tomography 1:181-183, Apr 1977

14. Feighn DS, Fenoglio JJ, McAllister HA, et al: Pericardial
cysts-A radiologic-pathologic correlation and review. Radiology
125:15, 1977

15. Thompson SI, Vieweg WVR, Iacovoni VE, et al: Idiopathic
enlargement of the right atrium-Report of three cases. Maryland
State Med J 27:67, 1978

Information for Physicians and Patients About DES
FOUR PUBLICATIONS related to diethylstilbestrol (DES) exposure in utero are
available without cost from the National Cancer Institute. Two of the publications
are for health professionals: Information for Physicians and an illustrated Atlas
of Findings. Two updated and expanded pamphlets for distribution to patients
or the public also are available: Questions and Answers About DES Exposure
During Pregnancy and Before Birth and Were You or Your Daughter or Son
Born After 1940?

Please indicate number of copies desired when ordering from
Office of Cancer Communications
Department DES
Building 31, Room 10A19
National Cancer Institute
Bethesda, MD 20205

THE WESTERN JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 275


